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INTRODUCTION:

In presenting this paper, | wish to"express profound gratitude to the

crganisers of this workshop for inviting me to give a talk on one of the

cardinal issues which any democratic system ought to give attention to.
In addressing The Role of Security Personnel in a Democratic

System, care is taken to delineate the concept of government and

democracy.

As an institution, government specialises in _the management,

c}irection and control of public affe;irs. of a given state, society and or
group of people. ltis also the exerjcise of politicél authorify, direction and
restraint over the actions of the inhabitants of communit'les, societies or
state. In-every organised community or society, the power of control,
direction and or administration through governance ié vested in thé

=xecutive, Legislature and Judieial arms.

As for Democracy whose origin is traceable to the Greeks and
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-27z73, and as encapsulated in modern times spearheaded by a

2—z- US President — Is the governrnent of the peoplé, by the people

anc “or the people,
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T~'s definition embraces the whole range of political culture,
go=es, zuinonty, legitimacy and.social control of the sovereign (the
s=t=] Le. covernment over the human and matenal resources under the

m o .
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THE ROLE OF SECURITY PERSONNEL IN DEMOGRATIC SYSTEWS

Having operationalized our conceptual frame, one readily secs that
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0C c.c setting such as we find ourselves makes meaning
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oniv wiinin the context of some normative adherence of citizens to the

ok 2~ letters of democratienorms and values. Among such values is
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-~z who 2 rznge of freedom which the Supreme document of the state

222 constiiutions of Nigeria, state the Fuﬂdamental Objective and
2 Principles of State policies which among ethers enshrines the
c~%s of citizens to speech, movement, action, assomat;ons etc, and the
s of state in directing the lives of citizens for the greatest good in line
«70 tne utilitarian spirit, ‘

In enhancing Jeremy Bentham's utilitarian s'piriit'by the state wh.ich
n this paper include the sbvereign at the Local Government (i.e. The
Chairman and his apparatus of government), the issue of security
hecomes of paramount importance. For governance in a democracy to

mzke meaning, the government must necessarily fulfil the ends of the

s*z*e and the ends of the state is service and protection. Government

com o
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=21, road, local, natlonal international relations, army etc.



2s'cen's in a democracy requjre protection whlch form part of the

social contract— and is Iike the voter saying 'l give you‘- my vote, you win,

o — — -ﬂ\"\’

co-vem v voie to service and protectlon for me and mme

S ibedl T hagada’

THE NEED FOR SECURITY
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= 22z'em of order, obedience and good governanoe is at the

z~ocracy.  To obtain orderlmess and cemphance to the

=22 on {decisions) became a central organising force in the

sesye for nsticns to briljg peace to bear within their frentiers. This made
e zgrze—et of Westphalin in 1648 inevitable.

-3t of that agreement was on the need for security -
o=serve Tz =C property of the citizens that agreement became part of
e Defence s:stem of modern nation states. The need for security in a
demotracy becomes imperative. In our life and time, we have seen the
maitia in Nigeria and_within the state — region — West Alfrica
=:-~c grouos which felt marginalized in the sharing of spoils and gains
& S=mooraty decided to group together.and constitute not only pressure

croups Dut mi Sz that tend to confront the security systems put in place

D= s==. Vhie the constitution collectively put i‘n place sang the
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hoeus of uey. the o

v. the principle of federal character the need for rotatlon of

ses those who assisted the ascension of political
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ower base become disaffected in attemptmg to withdraw
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oot thus constituting themselves into sec'ur\gty threats — engaging in
Ly
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-2 process sabotage and subversion, It was, ladies and gentlemen, the -

need for security which informed the United Nations in 1945 to conslitute

“ra Security Council — to advice the Generial Assembly on World

Security. We have seen the trickling down of the operations of the

i

Security Council in ensuring world peace having a direct impact on our
national lives. Here in Africa, und_er the aUspiceis ‘of the OAU, EAC e;nd

ECOWAS, we have seen the role these regionai bodies have played in

ensuring the protection of life and property in Afriba. In our own Nigeria,

“~z role which the Nigerian Armed Forces, the Police, Current Mobhile,

The SSS and other Vigilante Groups have- pf’ayea in énsuring that

|

\igeria as our business survives.

SECURITY THREATS — SABOTAGE AND SUB\ZERSION
' »
At the global and continental levels, the military has been (he

szsiest tool employed by politicall-leaders to ach%‘ieve the success that
="_Ze them through diplomatic me_ans.' The consé’lq.uences of the usc of
ary power put at fest the surviv'alihs.tincts c;f th‘itla soldier.

T~z ceace keeping initiative developed and ipracticed as shown in
the exampies of W-ARSAWPACT, NATO, the G%ulf Council aimed at

puSng o ~old Iragi irredentism in the Gulf region,-ithe 1982 OAU Peace

—oves = Chzd, UN moves in Zaire (Congo), Somalia, Ethiopia,
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/SADR, Sudan, Liberia and South éAfrica. The OAU

A

A rrtania
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oaricipziory role in the UN military supervision of the Namibian march to

: |
indesencdence and above all the EC_OMOG — Peace Initiatives which we
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t=nsion and threats to security and survival of democracy in world

swirod o al
0 i

w2¢ o globalization or of common goal, ‘

W

Tnhe Charters of the UN, of OAU, The Authoﬁty of ECOWAS and
o \

. _ | o
=z constitutions of Nigeria are all tending to bring about universal .

c=zce. harmony and the thriving of democracy.
From -the foregoing, it becomes discernible ";that in a march to

sustenable democracy, the role \which security operatives must play

‘ 5 %
s:and out and call attention to the need to avert thraat to security which

the founding fathers of our modern world dreamt or conceived of a world
imbued by peace, loving, understanding one for another.

Arising from our submissions thus far, we see that the potential

‘nreats to security in our nascent democracy Who carry with them

74N
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1) The Political elite who lost out in a combetitive struggle for

elective office — i.e. politicians

N
S—

Non-performing executives who on being elected shut

doors against the electors e.g. use of tinted cars.



3) ét‘nnic militia/—_?“_tﬁa'\tv .group, gang \iu'p and press for
recognition in the share of tHe spoils of‘i office/politics

(4)  Youths who dissipate energy..on %good and frivolous

demands, |

.

(9) The use of political thuggery

(B) The lack of application of the lettei\r and spirit of the
Constitution :

(7) Inappropriate locatlon of projects/progitrammes

(8) ° Intra and inter communal conflicts. |

(@) Boundary disputes between communities

(10)  Intolerance

\

(11)  Unnecessary display of affluence an;d abuse of power by

elected and politically appointed ofﬁcéré.

THE WAY FORWARD -

To avert governance as if by a Relay Race — a situation in which

zoor performance on the part of elected officials and overbearing display

()
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ainnic

=hnic chauvinism  thus inviting the. extraneous variable of

At 6

_~zonstitutional intervention in power play — it is 'sﬁggested in this paper
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governance.

—
r N

=re should be accommodation for opin;'tons that tends

towards development of the local or state ___ev‘-en if the opinion

A

comes from an ideologically opposed camp. |

The spirit of dialogue sﬁéuld be embraced by all in and out of
Equitable distribution of social services by the party in power.
The development of competitive spiri't/enterpfrise

The security operatives-should be properly Eoriented towards
the democratic norms and values. The sécurity operatives
should bo made {o serve the people and de learn the "shoot

at sight” syndrome or incarcgrate thom at the shghtest

\

onposition which charaé‘;eri'zed military life or militocracy.

Widespread consultation before policies aré implemented

The spirit of lelerance should be ombraced so as to make
Nigeria as business of all in ngena and Akwa Ibom as the
susiness of all resident within or the local govornmcnt as lhe
concern of all within its jul’ISdICllOn a suocess

~Zeguate polilical and moral education by way of effeclive
~s5iization of individuals will serve to avqrt security thrzals

2. 2 good communication network, - intércom, telephone,

~=cio message, walking talkie, and GSM that is virtually

-
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The evolution of political culture that wil shape the attitude of

21 who live in 2 democracy.
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() Effective Incorporation of the security operation inlo

governance of patrol, surveillance, etc.
CONCLUSION

The attempt in this paper has been to address this auspicious
audience on an aspect of the theme of this workshop which is “The Role
of Security Personnel In A Democratic System"; with my focus on

Security Threats — Sabotage and Subversion. We%have in the process
: : i

‘aken you 10 a global, continental, regional and national efforts geared at

ecive

/e surveillance and protection of the riights of citizens by
i

1
coiiticel elites especially the leaders. U

\

At the level of the organizers we have indicated the polential

threats to security in any given demacratic dispenf’sation as well as the

way forward. ‘
In all, we bow to the supremacy of the Omneiity in averting security

threats ih the form of sabotage and subversion. This we do by refarence

tc Psalm 127:1 |

Jniess the LORD builds the house, the builders labour in vain and

uniess the LORD watches over the city, the Watchman stays awake in

-

0

Security is of God, and man should help God in His work by
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-Nan« you. '
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